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The punctuation is occasionally open to criticism. Thus 1. 546, 
omit comma between truans and lourreaux; 1. 760 should read: 
Approuchez cy! Ge n'est il pas! O'est il! 11. 970-1: Qui les en- 
cerchera? Qui ne les doubteraf; 1. 1005, comma after goufres; 
1. 1470 : A Dieu s'en va Jesus; ycy. . . . 

The glossary is in general adequate. There are slight slips now 
and then. Gargonnaille, " crowd of flunkies," should be " ruffians " ; 
nonpourguant, " notwithstanding, however," should be " neverthe- 
less, although"; pourmainement, "journey," should be "leading, 
conducting " ; vorage, " voracious," should be " abyss." The forms 
cited under finir should be listed under finer; raissoit (2798), 
assigned to rayer "to radiate," is really derived from raissir (cf. 
Godefroy, reissir). Estendue, "stretching" (1. 2661), is omitted, 
inter alia. 

Professor Carnahan has given us a useful edition of an interest- 
ing sermon. We have comparatively few adequate editions of 
prose texts of the fifteenth century, the period of transition from 
Old French to Modern French. Consequently, it is to be hoped 
that he and other American scholars will edit other unpublished 
works of the time of Froissart and Commynes, of Christine de 
Pisan and Jeanne d'Arc. 

D. S. Blondheim. 
Johns Hopkins University. 



Friedrich Buclcert als Lynher der Befreiungshriege. By H. W. 
Church, Ph. D. G. E. Stechert & Company, New York, 1916. 

In the ' Vorwort ' of his dissertation Dr. Church states the aim, 
or rather aims, of his study. He would show Eiickert's develop- 
ment as a man and as a poet of liberty lyrics during the wars of 
liberation; give the material in question in a clearer and more 
readable form than ever before; cast a glance upon the soul of 
the German people of a century ago ; sketch the talents of the bet- 
ter-known poets of freedom, and discuss, with the help of his own 
confessions and those of his friends and acquaintances, as well as 
with the aid of a brief study of his war lyrics, Eiickert's relation to 
life in general and his fatherland in particular. On the whole, 
quite an ambitious scheme for a doctor's thesis of about one hun- 
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dred pages. The examination included 74 sonnets and 153 other 
poems. 

An introduction of two parts treats " die Entwickelung einer 
poetisehen Volksdichtung " and " Eiickerts Personlichkeit." Being 
of a passive and retiring disposition, Eiickert was unable to embody 
his ideas and feelings on the war in lyrics that were as effective as 
Arndt's, Horner's, or Schenckendorf s. He seems to have cared more 
for poetry and literary fame than to help shape the course of events. 

In Chapter II, "die Entstehung von Eiickerts Freiheitslyrik," 
there appear, in the first place, the views of some of Eiickert's 
contemporaries as to why he did not take an active part in politics 
and the war. Some accused him of cowardice; others called him 
" the most consistent cosmopolite." A study of Eiickert's youth 
and early manhood, very helpful for a proper understanding of 
his war attitude, then follows. Quite early in life he had conse- 
crated himself almost exclusively to literature and poetry, show- 
ing but little interest in the war before the spring and summer 
of 1813. A change came over him at that time. I am not con- 
vinced that the one-time strained relation between father and son 
had much to do with it. Questions of the day are bound to 
exert their influence even upon men like Eiickert. At this time his 
first liberty lyrics, seven in all, seem to have been written, doing 
their bit doubtless for the war of 1813-14; the Deutsche Gedichte, 
appearing in print in 1814, came in time for the war of 1815; 
the Kranz der Zeit, long in the making, was, however, not pub- 
lisht until 1817. Eiickert's liberty lyrics could, therefore, not have 
aroused much war spirit in the hearts of the men of his day. He 
doubted, in fact, whether political lyrics filled a people with en- 
thusiasm for war; and this fact may explain, in part at least, why 
he actually prevented the publication of some of his lyrics in time 
to have any influence. At all times he was more anxious about 
his name as a poet than to be of patriotic service. There is no 
reason whatever, however, to question the genuineness of his 
patriotism. 

The rest of the thesis, Chapter III, " Stoffliches," Chapter IV, 
" Stilistisches," Chapter V, " Metrisches," is an examination of 
the artistic and practical value of Eiickert's lyrics of freedom as 
war poems. Under this head Dr. Church includes merely, besides 
the six poems of the ' Elugschrift ' of 1813, Das Lied des frdnTci- 
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schen Jagers, Deutsche GedicMe, and Der Einzug der tapferen 
Preussen. Statistics show that by far the greater number of these 
lyrics are biographical or anecdotical. Dr. Church denies them 
originality of ideas, or of poetic execution. Being more serious, 
and serving, in a large measure, as direct calls to arms, the 
Gehamischte Sonette alone form an exception. In his other poems, 
Btiekert merely drifted comfortably with the current of the times. 
The chapter on Style contains many statistics; the same is true of 
the chapter on versification. Tabulations are often of markt use- 
fulness; and yet, with the realization of the value of time and of 
the brevity of life, one begins to wonder. The concluding chapter 
serves the author as a summing-up, and contains much of the 
introduction almost word for word. 

Of the ' Anhang/ containing 32 pages, the section on " Damalige 
Eezensionen der Deutschen Gedichte" gives an excellent idea of 
the reception of Eiickert's poems at the time of their publication. 
Judging from these words of testimony alone, one wonders why 
Dr. Church could not come to a more favorable view of the ex- 
cellence of Eiickert's war lyrics. Only a few of them, however, 
seem to stand the test. 

In choosing to write his thesis in German, Dr. Church pro- 
bably did an unwise thing. It robbed him of freedom of com- 
position, and allowed errors of word and phrase to creep in, 
of which he, of course, would not have been guilty, had he written 
in English. His work is not the finisht product that it might 
have been. And yet it is an excellent bit of workmanship, con- 
taining but few misprints and combining, with well-arranged ma- 
terial, an apparatus of notes, tables, and appendix, that is above 
criticism. The author has been thoro in method, careful and dili- 
gent in his work. And altho he may have taken the war lyric 
in too limited a sense, one is nevertheless forced to concede that 
Buckert has been put approximately where he belongs among the 
poets of liberation. 

G. C. L. Eiemer. 
Bueknell University. 



